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SOUTH ISLAND GERMAN SHEPHERD LEAGUE 

 GENERAL INFORMATION 

 

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS: (including ne wsletter)  

 

Subscriptions due 31 st March each year  

New Junior Membership    $10.00 Renewal $10.00  

New  Single Membership:    $40.00 Renewal : $40.00 

New Double/Family Membership : $50.00 Renewal:  $50.00 

 

  

TRAINING:      

Breed Presentation   

Obedience ,  

Agility  

     

TRAINING:             Canterbury 

Agricultural Park, Wigram Road  

                                  

WEDNEDAY EVENINGS FROM 6.30PM 

Sundays 10.00am   

At Sigsl clubrooms  

Contact Blue Gardiner for further information Ph 03 344 0390  

 

 

NEWSLETTER ADVERTISING RATES 

STUD DOG DIRECTORY:  $5.00 per year  

BREEDERS DIRECTORY:  $5.00 per year  

 

CLUB MEMBERS:   

 Quarter  Page:   $25.00 per year  

 Half  Page:    $50.00 per year  

 Litter and Vale  Noti ces  Free to club members  

 

COMMERCIAL: 

 Quarter Page:   $50.00 per year  

 Half Pag e:   $100.00 per year  
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EDITORIAL 

 

Well, Gidday - so it seems my attempt to escape the job of 
Newsletter Editor was unsuccessful and you are stuck with 
me for a bit longer. 
If anyone wants the job, please let me know ς  
Please also in the meantime do let me know of any 
interesting medical conditions or news of any sort that may 
be of interest to other readers that you may have come 
across and I will do my utmost to find a relevant article e.t.c 

to include in the editions. 
 
Since Allan wrote his presidents report we have been able to confirm that Sargent Tim Yates 
will be giving a talk at the clubrooms 27th September. Details further on. 
L ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜ ǎƻŎƛŀƭƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭǳō ς ²Ŝ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ![[ ŀōƻǳǘ ǎƘƻǿǎ ȅŀ 
know. (But then these things do need your support too) 
 
I have included an article about Pyometra (Thanks Rona for this suggestion) which is a condition 
caused by hormonal and structural changes in the uterus lining resulting in an infection ς 
basically pus in the womb. Read on to find out more. 
We also have the 2016 awards winners list ς Congratulations to everyone. 
 
A little bit of history about where the experts think wolves became dogs and a little bit of a spiel 
for the Blind Foundation ς Did you know SIGSL sponsors a Guide Dog puppy? 
 
Check out the notice board for our upcoming shows and judges ς Deb B has been working very 
hard to secure new and interesting judges from near and afar. These things take a lot of time 
and coordination, liaising and cajolinƎ ǎƻ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ 5Ŝō .Φ 
 
¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ also a little bit of this and a little bit of that ς read on. 

 
 

 
A police officer jumps into his squad car and calls the station. 

ñI have an interesting case here,ò he says. ñA woman shot her husband for stepping on the floor 
she just mopped.ò 

ñHave you arrested her?ò asks the sergeant. 

ñNo, not yet. The floorôs still wet.ò 
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PRESIDENTS PEN 

 

It is with great pleasure that I take this opportunity to write my first Presidents Report, with 
also appreciation to those who voted for me. I sincerely hope I can live up to and perform to 
your expectations. 
 
The new committee met for the first time on the 11th of July and by the measure of interest 
and enthusiasm shown, the club looks to be under good guidance for the next 12 months. 
 
Before going any further with this report I must on the behalf of S.I.G.S.L offer a tremendous 
vote of thanks to Liz Wilkinson for the past years of dedicated and competent service given in 
her role as President to the club. 
This is going to be a hard role for me to fill over the next 12 months. although I am eagerly 
looking forward to the challenge. Fortunately, Liz is not leaving us and will continue in a 
supporting position of Vice President, and hopefully as Show Manager.  
The tiring and sometimes endless work that Jane as Secretary/Treasurer and Deb as Show 
Secretary put in must also be appreciated. To the committee, who I thank hugely for standing, I 
look forward to working with you for the next 12 months. 
 
Already some innovative ideas have been discussed by committee and will come into effect in 
the near future. I have been in contact with two organisations for 2 nights of guest speakers at 
the club rooms on different subjects. As soon as dates are confirmed, members will be notified. 
 
Back in the mid-1980s I made up a booklet giving the basic information regards German 
Shepherds.  The booklet had a bit about most things, which I gave to puppy buyers. With the 
research and expertise help given by Lynette Baker, who has worked hard on this, we have 
managed to produce a handbook that covers extensively a great amount of features for the 
new and maybe even the more experienced. After the committee has edited and fined tuned 
the book, it will be made available to the members. It is hoped that breeders will pass on the 
books to puppy buyers in the future. 
 
I have made inquiries regarding the Health and Safety Act and how it affects us and I am waiting 
for the information to be sent to me. Also I made inquiries about the Corporate Societies Inc. I 
have just received this info which I will put into context and report to you in the next 
newsletter. 
 
That is about it from me for now... Any inquiries feel free to call me.   Allan. 
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Where Did W olves Become Dogs ð 

Maybe In T wo Places 
Laurent Frantz ï Washington Post 

 

²ƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ŀƴŎƛŜƴǘ ƎǊŀȅ ǿƻƭǾŜǎ ƳƻǊǇƘŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ŜŀǊƭȅ ƘǳƳŀƴǎΩ ōŜǎǘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ 

has long been the subject of scientific debate. Some argue it happened in Asia. 

Others think it happened in Europe. 

[{ŎƛŜƴǘƛǎǘǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ŘƻƎǎ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ŘƻƎǎ τ but they might be close to 

finding out] 

A new study posits a new idea that could throw everyone a bone: Dogs were 

domesticated in both regions, at separate times. 

The claim remains just a hypothesis, according to the authors of a paper published 

Thursday in the journal Science. But they say their analysis of genetic and 

archaeological evidence makes it the best explanation for a long-standing 

ŎƻƴǳƴŘǊǳƳ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǎƻƭǾŜ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ōǊŜŜŘƛƴƎ Ƙŀǎ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ 

dogs, which all have roots in Asia, so genetically scrambled. 

To come to this conclusion, the researchers, who are part of a major project on 

dog origins based at the University of Oxford in Britain, looked at DNA sequences 

from the remains of 59 ancient European dogs ranging in age from 3,000 to 14,000 

years old. But they also had a complete genome taken from a 4,800-year-old fossil of 

ŀ ŘƻƎΩǎ ƛƴƴŜǊ ŜŀǊ ōƻƴŜΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ŘǳƎ ǳǇ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ Newgrange archaeological site in 

Ireland. They compared these to DNA from hundreds of modern dogs. 

[This puppy was frozen for 12,400 years, and its body is nearly intact τ fur and all] 

What they saw was a dramatic genetic split between the modern European and East 

Asian dogs. But when did it happen? 

To figure this out, the Newgrange dog was key. Knowing its age allowed them to 

calculate a genetic mutation rate τ ƻǊ άŎŀƭƛōǊŀǘŜ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀƭ ƳƻƭŜŎǳƭŀǊ ŎƭƻŎƪΣέ ǎŀƛŘ 

co-author Greger Larson, an Oxford evolutionary biologist. And that indicated that 

the East-²Ŝǎǘ ŘƛǾƛŘŜ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ сΣплл ŀƴŘ мпΣллл ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻΦ IŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ 

Science magazine video that illustrates the idea: 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/animalia/wp/2016/03/10/scientists-still-dont-know-how-dogs-became-dogs-but-they-may-be-close-to-finding-out/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/animalia/wp/2016/03/10/scientists-still-dont-know-how-dogs-became-dogs-but-they-may-be-close-to-finding-out/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/animalia/wp/2016/03/10/scientists-still-dont-know-how-dogs-became-dogs-but-they-may-be-close-to-finding-out/
http://science.sciencemag.org/content/352/6290/1228?version=meter%20at%201&module=meter-Links&pgtype=article&contentId=&mediaId=&referrer=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.google.com%252F&priority=true&action=click&contentCollection=meter-links-click
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/01/19/science/the-big-search-to-find-out-where-dogs-come-from.html?_r=0&version=meter+at+1&module=meter-Links&pgtype=article&contentId=&mediaId=&referrer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2F&priority=true&action=click&contentCollection=meter-links-click
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/01/19/science/the-big-search-to-find-out-where-dogs-come-from.html?_r=0&version=meter+at+1&module=meter-Links&pgtype=article&contentId=&mediaId=&referrer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2F&priority=true&action=click&contentCollection=meter-links-click
http://intelligenttravel.nationalgeographic.com/2015/12/16/solstice-magic-irelands-newgrange/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/animalia/wp/2016/04/01/this-puppy-was-frozen-for-12400-years-and-its-body-is-nearly-intact-fur-and-all/
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This could mean that dogs were domesticated first in East Asia and then migrated 

West, maybe with their new human pals. But the earliest archaeological remains of 

dogs found in Europe are at least 15,000 years old τ before the split they calculated 

ƻŎŎǳǊǊŜŘΦ ²ƘŀǘΩǎ ƳƻǊŜΣ ŀ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ Ŝŀǎǘ ǘƻ ǿŜǎǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƭŜŦǘ ŀ ǘƛƳŜƭƛƴŜ ƻŦ 

ŘƻƎ Ŧƻǎǎƛƭǎ ǎŎŀǘǘŜǊŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎ ŀǊŜŀ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘŘƭŜΦ !ƴŘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ōŜŜƴ 

found. 

άLƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴΣ ǿŜ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ŦƛƴŘ ŀƴȅ ŘƻƎǎ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ уΣллл ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻƭŘΦ ²Ŝ ŦƛƴŘ ƘǳƳŀƴ 

seǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦƛƴŘ ŘƻƎǎΣέ ǎŀƛŘ ƭŜŀŘ ŀǳǘƘƻǊ [ŀǳǊŜƴǘ 

Frantz, an ŜǾƻƭǳǘƛƻƴŀǊȅ ƎŜƴŜǘƛŎƛǎǘ ŀǘ hȄŦƻǊŘΦ άLŦ ŘƻƎǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŘƻƳŜǎǘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ƻƴƭȅ ƻƴŎŜ 

ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ Ŝŀǎǘ ǘƻ ǿŜǎǘΣ ǿŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƎǊŀŘƛŜƴǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŦƛƴŘ 

ƛǘΦέ 

So they hypothesized that two populations of now-extinct wolves, one in Europe and 

one in Asia, were domesticated independently. Dogs later migrated from Asia to 

Europe, and their genetics pretty much engulfed the original dog populations in the 

West. They emphasize, though, that lots more testing, including of well-preserved 

ancient dog remains from Europe, is needed to help prove it. 

Dual domestication happened before, with pigs, Frantz pointed out. And though the 

ŜȄǇƭŀƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀǎ ƴŜŀǘ ŀǎ ŀ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ-origin tale, he said he thinks it could serve to 

calm the east-west dispute that dogs canine science. 

άL ǘƘƛƴƪ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŀǇŜǊ ƛǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǊŜŎƻƴŎƛƭŜŘΣέ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ 
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Upcoming Events 

Social Evening 

 

Sargent Tim Yates will be giving a talk at our clubrooms 

on training of the police dogs and also 

the law and your dog. 

 

7.00pm Tuesday 27th September.  

 

Supper is provided afterwards. 

It would be great to see you there. 

 

 

 

SHOWS 

 

November 5th and 6th ï Judges Harald Hohmann and Vince Tantaro 

 

Obedience and Agility will also run at these shows - one on each afternoon. 

 

Catering will be done by the Darfield Primary School PTA ï Please support them. 

 

The Canterbury Junior Kennel Association is running a specialist German 

Shepherd show in conjunction with their show in early December ï Judge is  

Pieter Tjerkstra.  
   

It is great that the clubs are willing to run these extra side shows for us and so 

committee would like to encourage as many as possible to enter so they will 

continue to run them. 

 

April 22nd  and 23rd 2017 ï Judges are Melanie Groth and Nancy Herms 

 

CLUB NOTICE  BOARD 
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Triple Shows ï Child /Junior  Handler Results 

 
The placings for child handler in June were as follows: 
CHILD HANDLER ς AGE - 7yrs - 11yrs  
      Cory McNally -  1st Place 
                              Savarnah Goulding - 2nd Place 
                               Isabella Arnold -      3rd Place 
                               Shiarna Walsh -        4th Place 
 
JUNIOR HANDLER ς AGE - 12yrs - 16 yrs  
      Mikayla Arnold -      1st Place 
 

Results 
 

CCOC 
Darron Willett and Jess won seniors Agility 
Zeba and Karen Wilson won elementary A 
 
Obedience 
Helen Hill and Minit 3rd in novice. 
Zeba won special prize full points retrieve & scent in test A. 
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 Lawyer 
 

Christine Eastgate 
 
The Crossing, Corner Williams and Hilton Street, 

 PO Box 15, Kaiapoi 7644 

Email: christine.k@corcoranfrench.co.nz 

Tel: (03) 327 8159 | Fax: (03) 327 5061  

www.co rcoranfrench.co.nz  

 

Legal Expertise  
¶ Property,  Business, Trusts,  Wills,  

¶ Enduring powers of attorney,  Estates,  Earthquake red zone.  

 

 
Thank You Thank You Thank You Thanks You Thank You Thank You Thank You Thank You 

 
Thanks to the few people who turned up to help at the recent working bee ς We washed the 
building including the windows. Dug a new garden along the East side of the clubrooms and 
Allan and Barbara kindly donated and planted some plants. We also have upgraded most of the 
agility equipment with new grit system surface ς just a few dog walks and the A frame left to 
do. Unfortunately, we ran out of time to get this done but will schedule another working bee 
soon. 

 
 
 

mailto:mary.w@corcoranfrench.co.nz
http://www.corcoranfrench.co.nz/


South Island German Shepherd League Newsletter June 2016 

 

 

Pyometra  
 
Source - https://www.vets-now.com/pet-owners/dog-care-advice/pyometra-in-dogs/ 
 

What is pyometra? 
Pyometra is an infection of the uterus (womb).  It is a common condition in older female dogs 
that have not been speyed, but can occur in un-speyed dogs of any age.  Occasionally we see 
cases occurring in cats.  

What causes pyometra? 
Each time a female dog has a season (usually about twice a year) she undergoes all the 
hormonal changes associated with pregnancy - whether she becomes pregnant or not. The 
changes in the uterus that occur with each season make infection more likely with age.  A very 
ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎƳ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ 9Φ ŎƻƭƛΣ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŘƻƎΩǎ ŦŀŜŎŜǎΣ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ŎŀǳǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŦŜŎǘƛƻƴΦ  We 
most commonly see cases of pyometra in the 4-6week period after a heat.  Injections with 
some hormones to stop seasons or for treatment of other conditions can also increase the risk 
of pyometra developing. 

What are the signs of pyometra? 
Pyometra is of course, only seen in females (since males do not have a uterus). It is more 
common in older females (above 6 years of age) but can be seen at any age. The signs usually 
develop around 6 weeks after the female has finished bleeding from her last season, but in 
some cases the bitch appears to have a prolonged season. 

Early signs that you may notice are that your dog is: 
licking her back end more than normal 
off colour 
off her food 
drinking more than normal (and will probably urinate more) 

These signs will progress and you may see: 
Pus (yellow/red/brown discharge) from her vulva 
She may have a swollen abdomen 
Vomiting 
Collapse 
If left untreated signs will worsen to the point of dehydration, collapse and death from septic 
shock. 

Diagnosis 
Your vet will probably suspect your dog has a pyometra based on your description of the signs 
and from their examination of your pet.  They may suggest procedures such as ultrasound and 
blood tests to confirm the diagnosis, rule out other possible causes and to check that your pet 
is well enough to undergo treatment. 

Treatment 
The treatment of choice for pyometra is surgery to remove her uterus as soon as possible.  The 
operation is essentially the same as a routine spey, however there is more risk involved and a 
higher chance of complications when the operation is being carried out on a sick pet. Your dog 
will also be given intravenous fluids (a drip), antibiotics and pain relief. 

 

 

https://www.vets-now.com/pet-owners/dog-care-advice/pyometra-in-dogs/
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Keeping your German Shepherd Healthy- 

http://www.thegermanshepherd.org/ 

 

 

Look, Listen, and Learn from your German Shepherd 

The first question you should ask yourself should be quite general: has my German Shepherd been 

able to move normally, in a healthy manner, or is he or she suffering from a lack of coordination or is 

he or she limping or walking with difficulty? Have there been any changes in weight or appetite lately 

for either food or drink, or in temperament ï is my German Shepherd more aggressive or angry than 

usual, or more lethargic? Just like people, animals have personalities, and signs of anger or 

depression in dogs, as in humans, can be a sign of something medically wrong. Likewise, watch out 

for a bloated abdomen ï this can be a sign of the often-fatal illness Gastric Torsion, which requires 

immediate (as absolute soon as possible ï call an overnight vet) attention! 

Once you have finished asking yourself these general questions, check out your German Shepherd's 

mouth. Are the gums healthy-looking, or are they red or swollen or even bleeding; are the teeth dirty 

or loose, or are there any sores of the tongue or gums. Shepherds can be stinky, but particularly bad 

breath can be the sign of something a bit wrong, so do watch out if you can. It's always better to be 

safe than sorry, so if your German Shepherd is acting differently or just doesn't seem right, it's time 

to go to the vet. 

http://www.thegermanshepherd.org/
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SIGSL has been a supporter and sponsor of the Blind Foundation Guide dogs for many many 

years now and last year we donated $240.00 to them. 
 

This is a quote from Greg ς one of the many people our donation has helped. 
L ŀƳ ǎƻ ƭǳŎƪȅ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƳŀǘŎƘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴȅ ƎǳƛŘŜ ŘƻƎ WŀȊȊΦ L ƭƻǎǘ Ƴȅ ǎƛƎƘǘ ƛƴ ȅ олΩǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ 
reluctant to get a guide dog due to the unknown. I was afraid to even try for several years. 
Fortunately, my wife convinced ƳŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǊŜǿŀǊŘƛƴƎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΦ WŀȊȊ ƛǎ Ƴȅ 
best mate and we are inseparable. Its thanks to the generosity and support of your that I am 

just as independent as any sighted person. 
 

Below is a story about another guide dog ς this was included in the NZ Dog World German 
Shepherd Feature October 2015 but as not all of our members are NZKC members I thought it 

worth a repeat. 
 

Vic and Guide Dog Willow 
Interviewed and Written by Stacey Dalzell 

 
 
The German Shepherd breed is often perceived as being the type of dog associated with police dog 
handling or search and rescue dogs due to their loyalty, intelligence and general trainability. However, it 
is the same abilities, nature and skills mentioned above that make a German Shepherd an ideal guide 
dog for those with vision impairment. While public perception tends to associate guide dogs as being a 
Labrador or golden retriever it is also common knowledge that other breeds are just as capable of being 
a guide dog including poodles, Dobermans and other cross-breeds. While the use of such breeds may not 
be common in New Zealand for Vic Sinclair there was no question in his mind, he wanted a German 
Shepherd as his guide dog.  
 
6ÉÃȭÓ ÃÕÒÒÅÎÔ ÄÏÇ 7ÉÌÌÏ× is a German shepherd. She is strong willed, fast and intelligent. Vic believes that 
7ÉÌÌÏ×ȭÓ ÔÅÍÐÅÒÁÍÅÎÔ ÉÓ ÓÉÍÉÌÁÒ ÔÏ ÈÉÓ Ï×Î ÁÎÄ ÔÈÉÓ ÁÌÌÏ×Ó ÔÈÅÍ ÔÏ ÂÅ ×ÅÌÌ ÍÁÔÃÈÅÄȢ #ÅÒÔÁÉÎÌÙȟ ÉÔ ×ÁÓ 
these traits and then some that allowed for Victor to quickly establish a bond with Willow and build upon 
her Guide Dog Service training to match what he required. Prior to Willow, Vic had another German 
shepherd guide dog Zoe. Zoe had reached the end of her working life and Vic requested that he be able 
to have another German Shepherd. The Guide Dog Service were very accommodating in making this 
happen for Vic, as breed preference is generally not taken into account when matching dogs to their 
owners. At the time of receiving Willow she had been trained by The Guide Dog Service. This included 
placement as a puppy with a volunteer where she was socialised and introduced to different situations 
she would face as a working dog. At around a year old she was returned to The Guide Dog Service. Here 
she was given intensive training and her personality and temperament traits were assessed together with 
her health and guiding ability. As she met the required criteria, she was then able to enter her working 
life with Victor.  
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It is part of the process that The Guide Dog Service provides a trainer to assist the handler and their dog 
work together. At this point it was found that there were some aspects to which Vic and Willow did not 
quite match. Vic advises that The Guide Dog Service do a wonderful job in training the puppies and 
provide a fantastic service in doing so, however for him he needed more from Willow and to be able to 
achieve this he needed to provide the further training himself. At this point it was about getting Willow 
to understand Vic, build upon their bond and train Willow to understand his personal preferences and 
ÉÄÉÏÓÙÎÃÒÁÓÉÅÓȢ /Æ ÃÏÕÒÓÅȟ ÔÈÅÒÅ ×ÅÒÅ Á ÆÅ× ÁÃÃÉÄÅÎÔÓ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ 6ÉÃȭÓ ÔÒÁÉÎÉÎÇȟ ÂÕÔ ÔÈÁÎËÆÕÌÌÙ ÎÏÔÈÉÎÇ ÔÏÏ 
serious. Vic advises that within 7 days of The Guide Dog Services trainer leaving, he had Willow trained 
up to his standard.  
 
In order to bring Willow up to his required standard Vic set to build a bond with her. Questioning Vic on 
how he achieved this in such a short time, he advised that it was all about showing Willow love, kindness 
and discipline. He also attributes his success to the idea that Willow needed to become part of the family 
unit and his wife was also involved in the training process. Vic also proceeded to build a chain of command 
to make sure that she remained a working dog. To this day, WillÏ× ÒÅÍÁÉÎÓ ÁÔÔÅÎÔÉÖÅ ÁÎÄ ÆÏÃÕÓÅÄ ÔÏ 6ÉÃȭÓ 
requirements. She is not even vaguely distracted by other dogs or people. He then set to establish various 
commands for which Willow was to respond too, guide dogs are trained to specific words to respond to 
their ÈÁÎÄÌÅÒȭÓ ÃÏÍÍÁÎÄȢ !Ô ÔÈÅ ÔÉÍÅ ÔÈÁÔ 6ÉÃ ÒÅÃÅÉÖÅÄ 7ÉÌÌÏ× 6ÉÃ ÅÓÔÉÍÁÔÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ 7ÉÌÌÏ× ÈÁÄ Á ÃÏÍÍÁÎÄ 
vocabulary of around 40 ɀ 50 words. This has now been extended to about 80 ɀ 100 different commands 
including being required to lift her feet and wipe them before entering the house.  
This is the type of work the creator of the German Shepherd ɀ Max Von Stephanitz knew his beloved 
German Shepherd was capable of and the traits and workability that Willow shows are what he desired 
for them - Take this trouble for me: Make sure my shepherd dog remains a working dog, for I have 
struggled all my life long for that aim. 
                                                                      
                                                                                     Guide Dog Willow 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


